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Whoever is doing the talking is doing  
the learning.
..
To teach is to learn twice.
..
Connect before I correct.
..
The children who are hardest to love need  
it the most.
..
To be effective, you must be objective.
..
I hear, I forget; I see, I remember; I do,  
I understand.
..
Your students don’t care what you know 
until  
they know that you care.
..
When you take a child by the hand, you take  
a parent by the heart.
..
Don’t yuck someone else’s yum.
..
Apples and trees. (When teachers meet  
students’ parents.)
..
Attention-seeking behavior is connection- 
seeking behavior.
..
Children save their drama for their Mama.

If you don’t have a plan, the students will.
I can’t care about a student’s grade more-
than he or she does.

What doesn’t challenge you doesn’t  
change you.
..
A teacher tells a student where to look but 
not what to see.
..
Trust is the most wonderful thing to have 
and the most terrible thing to lose.
..
Any teacher who can be replaced by a com-
puter  
should be.
..
You can’t say you can’t play.
..
If your bum isn’t in the seat, then it’s not  
your seat. (When a child complains, “He’s 
in my seat.”)
..
They may forget what you teach them,  
but they’ll never forget how you treat them.
..
Kids are who you tell them they are. (If you 
tell them they’re kind, they’ll be kind.)
..
Kids who need the most love will ask for it 
in the most unlovable ways.
..
Expect and inspect.
..
Do it nice or do it twice.
..
Asked and answered. (For nagging or  
repeat questions.)

I collect “Proverbs of the 
Professions” and these 
insights from teachers 
are terrific:

P R O V E R B S  O F  T H E  P R O F E S S I O N S :  
For Teachers
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Icebreaker Questions  
(That are Actually Interesting)

Thought-provoking questions to 
move your conversations beyond 
small talk.

◆ If you weren’t on the path in life you’re on now, what other path might you 
be following?

◆ What’s your real-life super-power? For example, not suffering from jet lag or 
remembering names and faces.

◆ If you weren’t on the path in life you’re on now, what other path might you 
be following?

◆ If you could magically add a room to your house or apartment, how would 
you use it?

◆ Do you have a lucky charm?

◆ Are you a finisher or an opener? Finishers love to bring a project to 
completion; openers love to launch a new project.

◆ Are you a marathoner, sprinter, or procrastinator when it comes to work 
pace?

◆ Are you a morning person or a night person? (At what time of day do you 
feel most productive and creative?)

◆ Do you enjoy being in the spotlight?

◆ What’s the best advice you’ve ever received?

◆ If you could travel anywhere in the world, where would you go, and why?

◆ If you were going to teach something, what would you teach?

◆ If you wanted to learn about something new, would you rather take in the 
information through reading, listening, or watching?

◆ What’s a new topic that you would like to learn more about?

◆ Do you prefer novelty or familiarity?


